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As a biologist, I was trained to recognize the 
different species of plant and animal life; and to know 
their various classes, orders, phyla, genera and families. 
I was also taught that the human species is above all 
of these, because biology and fossil records reveal an 
evolutionary progression of increasing intelligence and 
dexterity, culminating in the most highly evolved of the 
ape family, Honw sapiens. I was also trained to be a 
veterinarian and, by avocation, learned about ecology 
and the philosophies and religions of non-duality. 
With this background, I have come to the conclusion 
that the notion that there are "other" species is only a 
half-truth. This intuition other people share to varying 
degrees because they are able to identify so closely with 
their animal companions. Their love and empathy makes 
them feel that there is no distance and thus little 
difference between themselves and the cats and dogs 
and other creatures they live with. This attitude, which 
makes us feel a sense of kinship with fellow creatures, 
was evident in earlier times when our ancestors were 
gatherer-hunters, and at a later time when sustainable, 
subsistence farming communities were established. 
To claim that there are no other species is heretical, 
not only to the biological sciences but to the status quo 
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of industrial society. But we should all ponder the 
possibility that this claim is half righ t. Mter all, we are 
all part of the one life of the Earth's creation and ecology. 
The hierarchical order of biology and evolutionary 
theory that places humans over all, has contributed 
significantly to the worldwide ecological and social 
disorder that we face today. 
Perhaps a new world order might evolve to further 
the goals of global peace, justice .and the integrity of 
Creation, ifwe were to balance the realization that there 
are many species on Earth other than human, of unique 
intrinsic value, with the fact that we are all part of the 
one life and of the Earth's ecosystem. Then the linear, 
hierarchic notion ofhuman superiority and separateness 
from the rest of creation might be seen as a grand 
delusion: an illusion with no factual basis compared to 
the eccentric, yet paradoxically eco-centric view that 
species are not separate from each other biologically or 
ecologically. That human genes can be incorporated into 
the genetic structure of pigs and plants, attests to our 
biological kinship with all life. When humankind once 
again begins to see beyond all distinctions and the 
falsehoods of dualistic perception, we might enjoy a 
new world order that is truly democratic for the benefit 
of all future generations who are to inherit the Earth. 
Nowhere more clearly do we find the hierarchical, 
linear world-order in evidence than in industrial 
agriculture. It is the antithesis of the more holistic 
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(whole and integrated systems) approach to food 
production as exemplified by the sustainable and 
ecologically sound principles of organic/natural 
farming. Industrial agriculture condones the cruel 
practices of "factory" farming livestock and poultry; 
the wholesale applications of harmful chemical 
fertilizers and pestiddes to monoculture crops; and the 
''mining'' of the soil and underlying aquifers to produce 
"commodity" crops, primarily to feed livestock and 
poultry. Industrial agriculture is so inefficient, so 
wasteful of finite resources, and so dependent upon 
costly chemical and pharmaceutical and genetically 
engineered "inputs." Yet it is a system condoned by 
those whose world view is dualistic, exploitive, 
adversarial and ultimately destructive. It is illustrative 
of the harmful consequences of adhering to the beliefs 
that might makes right; that the ends justify the means; 
and that the rest of Creation was made primarily for 
man's use, to the degree that on the grounds ofnecessity, 
predicated by the purported social good of illimitable 
economic growth, we may, in all good conscience, 
vanquish the world and exterminate other life forms in 
the name of "progress," "natural" evolution, and even 
"God's will." 
This world view, the view that makes such 
distinctions as to perceive other species as separate and 
even inferior, is in power today. But it is a world view 
that we must all challenge and change, because in the 
final analysis, it is a half-truth; a deceptive way of 
structuring reality, and a destructive way of living. 
Greta Gaard, ed. 
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